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REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the Examiner's availability for a telephone Interview on august 26, 
2003. Applicants believe that the Interview will facilitate the prosecution of the present case and 
that the parties are closer to resolving all issues currently^outstanding. 

Claims 1-18 and 54-72 are pending in the appUcation. Claims 1-18. 54-60, and 68-72 are 
rejected 25 U.S.C. U2, 1^' paragraph. AppUcants respectfully traverse each of these rejectrons. 
Applicants submit that the specificationisindeedenabhng. and that the lan^^^^ 
Z especiallyinviewoftheDrawingsdnadditiontOtheDetailedDescription). Neve«heless 

I^^Ihaveamendedtheclaimsto^rtherh.^.^^^^ 

the 112 rejections is respectfiilly requested. 

secondly, CU,ms 1-18. 38 aid 54-72 .e^i^ »nd«35 U.S.C. 103(., . u„pa».ab,e 
„v„.„™.e,a(U.S.6,,35,9S8,A^Uca*Wec«ly»ave,«eeachot.be..re,ec„».. 

C.™ 1 reci.cs a disposable absort,e., «,iclc having, among o«.er ele«en«, a pai. of e^l 

s«.uons.Afirs.sccUon Ase«,ndsec«onis-disposedlongi.>.dinaUy m«ard 

„t d,c fust secbon and extends - ^enendly p _ ^ 

said absorbent core. 

Applica,..spec«lyn.ain,a4».P0*nCasass»^^^^^^^ 
.„c..aian.i.a.onsincla.lp,ovlding..e.iv.^^^^^^ 
.ec.o..ands™.-.a1.in..donsconce^S^»«»^^ 
second sections are no. <augl« o, snggested by Turner 
i^vidually 0, in some combination witb Tu^er. , 
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In the Office action, it is suggested that FIG. 5 of Turner discloses a "first section" along the 
edge 43, a "second section" positioned below (in respect to FIG. 5) the "first section," and a "third 
section" centrally located and spaced away from the topsheet and the core (and having the adhesive 
areas 20). AppUcants make note of the following distinctions between each of these three sections 
and their supposed corresponding parts as recited in the claiihs: 

1 The "first section" does not correspond with the recited first section of claim 
1 because it is not specified as having "generally elastiq properties." 

2 The "second section" does riot cfLespond with the recited second section of 
claimlbecause'the "first section-is not substantially rAoreelastic than it. TOs is true because 

"second section" is equipped with elastic strands 54 whereas the "first section" is not. 

3 The "third section does not correspond with the recited third section of claim 
because it isnot positioned lon^tudinally inward ofthe "second section."™s'.hirdsection" 

appears, instead, to be aligned longitudinally with the ;>econd section." 

in summary.ri.rne. does not teach orsuggeststichacombrnationofthree sections wh^^^^^ 
arirste'sicsectlhas generally elasticproperties,^^ 

II T«r„..merelynotesthattheflapmayincludealayerofelastomericmatenal;it doesnot 

::errationofthislayeronthenap.r.„..so^ 

Lelasticlayer(oranyelasticsectionforthatmatter)i.to^^^ 

r....also doesnot suggest therelative:elasticitybet^^^^ 
without the elastic layer, as required by claim 1. . 

r^ ■ TJT^rc 1 and 5 are elastics strands and not 

»p^r« (S'''^"' ' *f,^,^«ria, a,a, forms*. flap, toanyev«»,U,. 

elastic strands cannot render that seen ^ hat item 20 in FIG. 5 are adhesive areas 
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Further, Turner does not teach or suggest the position of the second section with respect to 
the first section and other parts of the disposable absorbent article, and does not teach or suggest the 
position of the third section with respect to the second and other parts of the disposable absorbent 
article, as required by claim I . For example. Turner does not teach or suggest the combination of a 
first section specificaUy described as (having generally elastic properties) laterally extending in 
generally parallel relation with the end edges, and a secdnd section (specifically characterized m 
that the first section is substantially more elastic than the second section) disposed longitudmally 
inward of the first section and extending in generally parallel relation therewith. Moreover, Turner 
does not teach or suggest a third section distinctly positioned relative to the second section (and 
thus relative to the first section) and the topsheet and absorbent core. 

Applicants note fixrther that the modifications to Turner which would be required in order to 
„,eet the limitationsofclaiml(i.e., creating three distinctly elastic and distinctlyposinoned 

sectionsofan end strip), do notadvanceahyobjectiveorpurposeofthe Turner absorbent ar^^^^^^ 

inotherwords, there isno incentive. motivation..ors^est.ontomodify the Ttuner deposable 

absorbent article in themannerrequiredbyclaiml. Without such incentive, mot^vauono^ 

teaching, the Turner reference cannot proVide the proper basis for a prin^a facie case of 

obviousness. 

Accor«y.clain,la«dcW,mdep«de„.fi.n,c.aimIarepa,»«b,eov=,*. cited prior 
an, and are in condition for allowance. 

Clain,54,eci,csadisposablea*.oUartoi=havin^-"^=*"~°^fi 
,«.„,fea,uresai.ni,a^.o.oseof.eendsnip,fcl^i«^-an.oneo^~..ro«h 

above«i,hrcspec,»claiml,cl.im54iaalsopa,cn,.b,eover.hec„.dpnoran. 

Claim 54 also r^c. *. disposable abso*en. anidc as having a pai, of side waUs, each 

^j:::;pos.i,d.os..^^^— 

lon^^dinauyheiween^ecoreando^of^^^^-^^^^^^^^^ 
,on.„dina..he»^*c — 

includes a contaimnent pocket disposea .g . . ^daoted to retain exudates received m 

.„con.inno.side„a.U^o— 
the pocket. Finally, an mward section of the s p 
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such that the side walls are biased generally upward, and the inward section and the side walls 
substantially form the continuous sidewaU of the containment pocket. 

AppUcants submit that the Turner reference does not teach or suggest, among other things, 
an inward section being specifically attached to a pair of side walls such tiiat the side walls are 
biased generally upwardly. As discussed in Applicants- specification, this provides an 
advantageous structural feature that is part of the Applicants unique contribution to the art. Turner 
also does not teach or suggest a substantially continuous sidewall or a contaimnent pocket. In fact, 
it does not disclose any kind of detainment featitie at the firont waist edge of the diaper (40). 
Accordingly, claim 54. and each of dependent claims 53-60. contain additional patentable subject 
matter. 

Indepemlent cWm 61 recites a disp^sabli absorbent article having, among other element., 
an end strip having three distinctty elasdc and distinct^ positioned sections. Thus, for reasons set 
forth above with respect to claim 1. claim 61 anddependen^ claims 62 ^7 are also patentable over 

the cited prior art. 

Claim 61 further recites a contaimnent pocket disposed generally in the crotch region and 
bounded by a substandaUy continuous peripheral waU including a pair of side walls wbrch are 
biased generally toward. Because none of the cited prior art teaches or suggests su^ a 
eontainmen, poclcet or peripheral wall. Applicants submit that claim 61 contams addtnonal 

patentable subject matter. 

subject manerrecitedincaims deaden. firomcWms 1. 54. and 61 have been 
..scusscdinth previousResponses.AppHcan,s maintain their pcsi.onthataddr.onal pat 

X. matter is centred in these claims, and hereby incorporates drose arguments provided 
previously in support of this position. : 

to View of the above, each of the presently pendirig Cairns in this application is beUev^ to 
.einirlXe-ditionforal.o„ancc.Accordi„Sly,.heBxan^risres^^^^^^ 
:Z:theoutstandingrejec.ionoftheclaimsa„dtopassd,isappUcatronto.ssue. 
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If the appropriate Petition for an Extension of Time is not attached hereto (or any other 
Petition required of the application), this statement shall serve as Applicants' Petition to the 
U S P T O Please charge any fees that are due for any Petition or any fee required of this filing to 
the deposit account of Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P. Account No. 06-2375 under Order No. 
P01896US0 (10209478). 

The undersigned is available for consultation at any time, if the Examiner bdieves such 
consultation may expedite the resolution of any issues." 

The undersigned is available for consultation at ^y time, if the Examiner believes such 

consultation may expedite the resolution of any issues. 

. 2003 ■ RespectfuUy^ubmitted, 


Dated: 



. Amatong, Jr. 
Registration No.: 41,580 
FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. 
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100 
Houston, Texas 77010-3095 
(713)651-8216 
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